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Head coach Kyle Jewett will be the first 
one to tell you, the 2017 season was a heart-
breaker for Reeths-Puffer.

The Rockets blasted out to a 3-0 start, but 
lost the following three games to rivial Mona 
Shores, Muskegon and Jenison to leave them 

an even 3-3. 
Those three losses 

forced The R-P squad 
into needing a win in 
each of its final three 
contests to qualify for 
the postseason. 

Reeths-Puffer 
knocked off Middleville 
and Fruitport, but fell 
just short in a 26-22 
loss to Kenowa Hills in 
Week 9.

That forgettable loss  to the Knights fin-
ished the Rockets’ season at 5-4, just missing 
out on the program’s first playoff appearance 
since 2013.

“It was a heartbreaker in a lot of ways,” 
Jewett said. “We battled through a lot of 
injuries. By Week 9 we were so banged up. 
We played a good team, we just couldn’t come 
out with it.”

While the injuries may have derailed the 
Rockets’ playoff hopes, there is a silver lining.

“A lot of guys throughout the course of the 
season stepped up. It was very rewarding see-
ing a lot of young guys step up and mature and 
come together,” Jewett said. 

Reeths-Puffer returns seven starters, each 
on offense and defense after improving in both 
areas a season ago.

Last season R-P totalled 211 points, the 
school’s most since 2013. 

Junior Evan Moskwa (6-1, 180) returns for 
his second season as starting quarterback.

“He’s had a great summer so far,” Jewett 
said of his signal-caller. “He really did have 
a good season as a sophomore so hopefully 
he’ll take the next step as a junior and be the 
playmaker I think he can be.”

Mowska will have a trio of talented targets 

on the outside in senior Cartler Fulton (6-3, 
170) and juniors Gary Humphrey III (6-3, 
190) and Daven Fox (5-9, 170). Fulton earned 
all-conference and all-area honors last season.

“On the outside, we’ve got some size, 
we’ve got some speed,” Jewett said. “We feel 
pretty good about how we match up in our 
conference on the outside.”

There will be plenty of carries to go around 
in the R-P backfield, and plenty of players 
competing for them. Seniors Blake Farwig 
(6-0, 175), Jalen Williams (5-9, 195) and 
D’Angelo Hannett (5-10, 175) will all have 
chances to fight for yards.

“We’ve got kind of running back by com-
mittee right now. Until the pads go on, we’re 
not sure who’s going to come out (on top),” 
Jewett said. 

Whoever comes out of the Rocket back-
field will have an experienced line ahead 
of them. Reeths-Puffer returns four senior 
starters up front. Shane Meinders (6-0, 210) 
returns at center, Luke VanDam (6-3, 245) 
and TJ Waters (6-3, 215) play tackle and 
Aeric McGarry (5-9, 245) is a guard. 

“Last year everything was new, they were 
all young,” Jewett said. “There’s a lot of car-
ryover into this year. Hopefully that material-
izes for us.”

The Rockets also return seven starters from 
a 2017 defense that allowed just 204 points 
last season, the program’s fewest since 2000.

Humphrey III comes back at safety 
after picking up all-conference honors as a 
sophomore. He willed be joined by Fox in the 
secondary. 

Williams and Farwig fill linebacker roles, 
while Meinders, VanDam and Waters anchor 
the defensive line. 

Jewett says that even though a lot of start-
ers are returning, the team’s depth remains an 
issue.

“Every year staying healthy is the biggest 
challenge. A weakness of ours is depth,” he 
said. “Just having guys ready to come in or 
guys on a rotation without skipping a beat. 
That’s a challenge of every team and will 
certainly be one of ours this year.”

Coach Jewett also knows every game is 
going to be a battle, especially playing in the 
O-K Black. 

“We can’t really ever let our guard down 
because we have to scratch and claw our way 
through the conference,” he said. “We take 
nothing for granted. All over the conference, 
any given year you’re going to get some of 
these teams that have a really good year.”

Despite a tough schedule, the goal for 
Reeths-Puffer remains the same.

“The initial goal every year is to make the 
playoffs. We have to get six wins. That’s the 
number one goal without question,” Jewett 
said. “Football seasons are long grinds. If you 
can mentally stay focused on the goal, if your 
team collectively can do that, then I think you 
have something special.”

Jewett
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ROCKET REPORT
Coach: Kyle Jewett
Assistants: Jeff Uganski, Scott Fodrocy, 
Sean O’Brien, Joran Riley, Nick Morrison, 
Andy Brown

2017 record: 5-4

Offensive returners: 7

Defensive returners: 7

Projected quarterback: Evan Moskwa 

Coach quote: “The initial goal every year 
is to make the playoffs. We have to get six 
wins. That’s the number one goal with-
out question. Football seasons are long 
grinds. If you can mentally stay focused 
on the goal, if your team collectively can 
do that, then I think you have something 
special.” - Kyle Jewett

Rockets look for new answers from returners after tough 2017

2017 RESULTS
R-P 28, Grand Haven 10
R-P 49, Orchard View 21
R-P 55, Grand Rapids Union 0 
Mona  Shores 44, R-P 0
Muskegon 61, Reeths-Puffer 0
Jenison 20, Reeths-Puffer 10
R-P 20, Middleville 15
Reeths-Puffer 21, Fruitport 7
K. Hills 26, Reeths-Puffer 22
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