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4 The Mighty Quinn
 Bruising senior running back Leroy Quinn has 
 already led Oakridge to a conference title and a 
 9-0 regular season. Now he and his teammate have
 bigger things in mind.

8 Fall Fridays, No Football?
 The Holton varsity football team only played 
 seven of its nine scheduled games this year, due
 to forfeits. It's a worrisome trend around the
 entire state.
10 Coach Called It
 The Muskegon Lumberjacks started the season 0-4
 and fans feared the worst. But Coach Mike 
 Hamilton promised a turnaround, and it's already
 happening.
14 Just Try Kicking a Ball Past This Guy
 Western Michigan Christian soccer goalie Jameson
 Goorman posts a lot of shutouts, and he's been at
 his best during the Division 4 state tournament.
18 Reconnecting With Their Roots
 The Mona Shores girls golf team had been in a
 funk for the past few years, before their new coach, 
 Britni Gielow, brought her championship pedigree
 back to the school and got the girls winning again.
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By Mitchell Boatman
LocalSportsJournal.com

He had to put in some hard overtime duty under stressful condi-
tions to pull it off, but Oakridge star running back Leroy Quinn man-
aged to lead his team to a pair of accomplishments it hadn’t achieved 
in several years.

He led the Eagles back to the West Michigan Conference cham-
pionship for the first time since 2016. He also helped them secure a 
perfect 9-0 regular season for the first time since 2012. 

Now the 6-foot, 230 pound 
senior, who runs with a com-
bination of bruising power and 
breakaway speed, would like to 
address another slump before 
he graduates. He and his fellow 
seniors want to give Oakridge its 
first state football championship 
since 2008, after 10 straight years 
of frustrating playoff losses.

If the ability to prevail in 
pressure-filled situations is any indication, Quinn and the Eagles just 
might pull it off.

Their first strenuous test came in Week 5 against powerful Mon-
tague, a matchup that is always a nail-biting affair that comes down 
to the final seconds.

The game, played at Montague in the rain, was tied 7-7 at the 
end of regulation. Oakridge had the first possession in overtime, and 
Quinn gave the Eagles a 15-7 lead with a 3-yard touchdown run and 
a successful conversion run.

Montague answered with a touchdown on its possession, leaving 
Oakridge clinging to a 15-13 lead. The Wildcats went for two to tie 
it. Wildcat quarterback Drew Collins attempted to run the ball in, 
but Quinn, who also stars at linebacker, led a swarm of Eagles that 
stopped him short of the goal line, sealing the thrilling victory for 
Oakridge.

Quinn said the Eagles were alerted before the final play when 
Montague sent a man in motion to the right.

“That definitely gave it away,” said Quinn, who piled up 133 
yards rushing in the game. “We all knew (Collins) was going to run, 
especially when he didn’t try to fake it. I’m glad they ran that play.”

Three weeks later the Eagles were home against a surprising 
Ravenna team, playing for the West Michigan Conference champi-
onship. Both teams came into the game 6-0 in the conference, and it 
was winner take all.

The situation looked dire for Oakridge, which trailed 20-7 in the 
fourth quarter.

But the Eagles refused to give up. Quinn scored a pair of fourth-
quarter touchdowns, tying the game 20-20 and sending it to over-
time.

Oakridge got the ball first in OT, from the Ravenna 10-yard
line, and failed to get in the end zone on its first three tries. Then

 Quinn scored on fourth-and-goal, putting the Eagles on top for 
good. Ravenna’s possession ended in an interception by Braedyn 
Beattie, sealing a 27-20 victory and the Eagles' first conference title 
in three years.

After the game, Quinn was asked where he finds the motivation 
to plow through for big yards and big scores with big games on the 
line.

“Think of the worst thing that’s ever happened in your life and 
just get that angry and run,” said Quinn, who rushed for 165 yards in 
the game, including 122 in the second half. “Make it where no one 
can stop you. That’s what I think of.”

Even with the conference trophy secured, the Eagles still wanted 
to sew up a perfect regular season. To gain that, they had to beat 
traditional state power Traverse City St. Francis in Week 9 in the first 
ever meeting between the two legendary programs. 

Again things looked worrisome for the Eagles when TC carried 
a 20-19 lead into the fourth quarter.

Oakridge got the ball almost two minutes into the fourth and 

THE MIGHTY QUINN and his Oakridge 
teammates responded to challenge after challenge,  
emerged 9-0, and have a bigger playoff goal in mind.

Star Oakridge running back 
Leroy Quinn has rushed for 1,175 
yards so far this season, with 21 
touchdowns. Photos/Tim Reilly



faced a dire fourth-and-three at its own 27. The Eagles decided to go 
for the first down, knowing full well that failure might cost them the 
game.

But Quinn and his blockers did not let them fail. The senior took 
the handoff and broke loose for 42 yards and a first down. Five plays 
later he scored from five yards out, and the Eagles had a 25-20 lead.

St. Francis threatened one more time, driving to the Oakridge 
five-yard line with 25 seconds left. The Gladiators faced a fourth-
and-goal and threw an incomplete pass into the end zone, and 
Oakridge walked away with the win and its first 9-0 regular season 
since 2012.

Quinn led the Eagles with 189 yards and three touchdowns and 
topped the defense with 13 tackles.

"It's an amazing experience,” Quinn said, when asked about 
playing in so many heart-stopping games in one season. “I love 
games like that, games that are serious and exciting and a fight until 
the end."

One more task on the checklist 

Through the regular season, Quinn amassed an impressive 1,175 
yards on the ground, including 21 touchdowns. That brought his 
career totals to 4,807 yards and 69 touchdowns, with at least one 
playoff game still to go.

No matter what happens in the postseason, it’s already been a 
memorable senior year for Quinn. He broke David Nelson's school 
record for career rushing yards, and Jamie Potts' career record for 
rushing touchdowns.

“It’s what you want to do," he said about making the record 
book. "You want to set records and push the younger generation of 
kids playing football to break the records.”

After the North Muskegon game this fall, Oakridge coach Cary 
Harger made sure to introduce Quinn to Nelson, who now coaches 
for the Norse. 

“When we were going through the (handshaking) line, I doubled 
back and found Leroy,” Harger said. “I stopped him and said ‘Leroy, 
this is David Nelson. 
The guy whose record 
you broke.’ It was pretty 
neat.”

Harger knew that 
Quinn was a special talent 
when he watched him 
play in middle school. 
That’s why Quinn was 
the first, and only, fresh-
man that Harger has ever 
called up to varsity. 

“Ever since we saw 
him in middle school, just 
the size of him, we knew 
this kid could be some-
thing special,” Harger 
said. “When he was 
going to be a freshman 
we talked and said ‘Do 
we pull this trigger? Do 
we invite a freshman up 
to varsity?’ It had never 
been done before.” 

The plan was to start Quinn on defense, which they did, but his 
offensive potential was too hard to ignore, so Harger worked him 
into the game plan more and more.

“It was just easing him into it in certain formations,” Harger 
added. “Mostly it was a defensive thing. That’s how we got him into 
the rhythm of things, and then we figured out he could punt pretty 
well, too. He can boom ‘em. He’s just one of those kids, we feel like 
we could put him in any spot.”

Anyone who has seen Quinn play over the past four seasons 

knows how hard he is to tackle. He runs with an almost violent ag-
gressiveness, bowling over defensive backs and handing out stiff 
arms like they’re free samples. 

Off the field, though, you won’t find a more humble athlete, or 
one with a bigger smile. 

“Once you’re in between the white lines, you become a differ-
ent person,” Quinn said. “That’s football. It’s what my coaches have 
taught me. They push that out of me every single day.” 

Quinn and the Eagles have one more big challenge to face, 
by far the most daunting. They want to bring a state championship 
home to Oakridge for the first time since 2008.

The team has qualified for the playoffs for 15 straight seasons, 
but have been stopped short of the ultimate goal for the last 10 years.

Last year’s playoff loss was probably the most painful, because 
Oakridge built a huge 35-8 lead over Hudsonville Unity Christian 
in the Division 6 district finals, but collapsed in the second half and 
ended up losing 40-37.

Expectations going into this year were actually quite low for 
the Egelston Township squad, due to heavy graduation losses from 
last year’s team. But the young team responded to the doubters with 
authority, outscoring opponents 357-101.

While Quinn is clearly the featured back, the addition of sopho-
more Corey Vanderputte to the lineup added a second dimension 
to the running game. Vanderputte has rushed for 794 yards and 12 
touchdowns.

 Against a tough North Muskegon squad, Vanderputte ran for 
203 yards and two touchdowns while Quinn had 178 yards and three 
scores in a 34-7 victory.

The Eagles actually go even deeper in their running game, with 
Shawn Raymond and Gage Lamadline both totaling more than 100 
yards this season. 

Quarterback Ethan Dailey had completed 35 of 69 passes for 
800 yards and eight touchdowns. The leading receivers are Coco 
Watson (6 catches, 177 yards), Vanderputte (7 catches, 169 yards) 
and Jacob Danicek (7 catches, I43 yards).

The top tacklers for Oakridge are Nate Fair (68), Luke Martin 
(48), Quinn (47), Vanderputte (44) and Ethan Carmean (40).

Their success was noticed around Michigan. Oakridge finished 
the season ranked No. 1 in the state in Division 6, and now heads 
into the playoffs with a boatload of expectations.

That’s all right with Quinn, because he has one more chance to 
lead his team to state glory, and he thinks the possibility of getting 
there is real.

"With it being my senior year and having such short playoff runs 
in the past, it's been motivating me and the rest of the seniors," he 
said. "We want to make the longest run in the playoffs."

Quinn, shown tackling a North 
Muskegon ball carrier, is also a top 

defender for the Eagles.

Corey Vanderputte, 
Quinn's sophomore 

running mate. 
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By Steve Gunn
LocalSportsJournal.com

Just one year ago, the Holton High 
School football program was experiencing 
one of the most exciting seasons in its long 
history.

The 2018 Red Devils did not have a 
spectacular regular season, but managed to 
sneak into the Division 8 state playoffs with 
a 5-4 record.

Then they got hot in the postseason, 
winning three games, including a huge 14-6 
upset victory at home over perennial state 
power Mendon in the regional round. They 
were finally eliminated in the Division 8 
state semifinals, but the school and commu-
nity still buzzed about the team that made it 
so far after a so-so regular season.

The 2019 season has been dramatically 
different for Holton, and not just because the 
team is far less successful.

When the season wrapped up on Oct. 
25, the Red Devils had only played seven 
of their nine scheduled games, because two 
were lost to forfeits – one they forfeited 
themselves due to a lack of healthy bodies, 
and one against a conference opponent that 
cancelled its entire season due to a general 

lack of players. 
The Holton experience is a perfect 

example of how dwindling participation 
numbers are deeply impacting high school 
football in Michigan.

In a game like football, where inju-
ries are common, having enough depth to 
cover for hurt players is critical. At very 
small schools like Holton, which started the 
season with only 16 players, there is little 
breathing room, and a few key injuries can 
change everything.

This fall Holton opened the season with 
a tough 48-40 loss to Hart in overtime, and 
experienced several key 
injuries. The next Friday 
the Red Devils lost to 
Carson City Crystal 38-0 
and had a few more inju-
ries. Then came a 52-14 
loss to archrival Hespe-
ria, and a few more guys 
went down.

By then there were 
barely enough healthy 
bodies left to put on the 
field, and the coaches 
and school officials had 
an agonizing choice to 
make – raid the junior 
varsity team for players 
who were not ready for 
varsity competition, or 
go the forfeit route and 
allow the team to get 
healthy.

They chose the 
forfeit route, which meant three weeks off 
in the middle of the football season. Holton 
forfeited its Week 4 game against Morley 
Stanwood, and also missed its Week 5 game 
because its scheduled opponent, White 
Cloud, decided against having varsity foot-
ball in 2019.

For a small town like Holton, a Friday 
night without the lights – at home or on the 
road - seems unnatural.

“It was definitely odd that first Friday,” 
said first-year Holton head coach Mike 
Jados, who has been with the program in 
various roles for many seasons.

Holton tried to keep pace with the 
injuries and fill in the gaps, but that became 
too much of a challenge when key players 
were lost.

“In overtime against Hart, our quar-
terback (Drew Trygstad) took a shot to the 
knee and came out with a strained MCL, 
and he was out for the second game,” Jados 
said. “Against Carson City Crystal, we 
moved Kaleb Kitchka, who had gained 172 

yards against Hart, to quarterback, then he 
breaks his collarbone in the third quarter 
and is out for the year. So we lost two of our 
main glue guys right there.

“Against Hesperia, Austin Hawkins 
severely sprained his ankle on his third carry 
of the game. Our returning All-State line-
man, Anthony Crabtree, also went out in the 
Hesperia game. When those kind of things 
happen over and over again, putting together 

Fall Fridays, no Football?
Too many high 
school football 
games, in the 

lakeshore area 
and across 

Michigan, are 
being lost to 

forfeits.

Holton defender Joe Crowell pursues 
Hesperia' QB Logan Balkema in the Red 
Devils' last game before they had three 

weeks off due to forfeits. 



“I just kept telling myself to worry 
about myself and not people around 

me. I had to focus on me. I looked 
down my lane and felt ready. I 

knew what I had to do and wasn’t 
worried about people besides me. I 

knew I could do it.” - Ethan Flores 

a lineup becomes very difficult.”
Jados said the decision to pull the plug 

on the Week 4 Morley Stanwood game, and 
give the team a long midseason rest, was 
agonizing but necessary. One option would 
have been to call numerous players up from 
the struggling junior varsity squad, but he 
felt like it was better to leave that team in-
tact while it worked to improve at the lower 
level.

“We would have had only 11 healthy 
players against Morley, and our quarterback 
would have been limited,” Jados said. “It 
would have been a struggle.

“It was awful for me. I took this job 
telling the seniors that we could do the same 
thing as last year, that we had the talent to 
do it. To take that away from them was dif-
ficult. I only took the job because I wanted 
them to be successful.”

Drew Trygstad, the senior who also 
quarterbacked last year’s state semifinal 
team, said it was depressing to skip two 
games, but he understood the rationale 
behind the decision.

“It was disappointing, but thinking 
about it, if we would have played it would 
have made it worse,” he said. “We would 
have had people playing in spots where they 
hadn’t practiced, and more people would 
have been hurt. It’s my senior season, and I 
want to make more memories, but logically 
it was the right decision."

Holton returned to the field in Week 
6 for a road game against Lakeview and 
lost 38-19. The Red Devils got close in the 
second half, pulling within four points, but 
again injuries popped up and the game got 
away.

“It was good to play again,” Trygstad 
said. “We were in it until two of our starters 
went out again. We’ve just been plagued by 
injuries this year.”

Holton would have missed its game 
in Week 5, anyway, regardless of injuries, 
because conference foe White Cloud an-
nounced in late August that it would skip the 
entire season due to a lack of upperclassmen 
playing football.

“We only had seven or eight juniors or 
seniors,” White Cloud coach Dick Hance 
told MLive, a statewide news network, 
in late August. “We did not want to bring 

enough sophomores up to make a viable 
team.”
A growing issue 

White Cloud’s decision had a profound 
impact on all of the other teams in the Cen-
tral State Activities 
Association Silver 
Division – Holton, 
Kent City, Morley 
Stanwood, Hesperia 
and Lakeview.

Kent City 
Coach Bill Crane 
said he certainly 
understood why 
White Cloud made 
the move, out of 
concern for the safety of its players.

But Crane said he felt bad for his play-
ers, because in football there just aren't a lot 
of games.

“The kids only have so many oppor-
tunities to play,” said Crane, whose team 
finished 6-3 and will be making another 

state playoff appear-
ance. “We don’t have 
a ton of kids who will 
be going on to play at 
the college level, so 
losing a game is hard 
for them.”

Crane said a lack 
of players is becom-
ing more common at 
smaller high schools. 
While that has yet 
to result in a ton of 
forfeits, what’s more 

common is for teams to raid junior varsity 
rosters to fill holes on the varsity squad, 
particularly after a few injuries.

That was the case with Calvin Chris-
tian, the team the Eagles beat 62-14 in Week 
8.

“They folded their JV team after the 
third week of the season,” said Crane, who 
is also the principal at Kent City High 
School. “That helped 
their numbers on 
varsity, but put the 
younger kids maybe 
in a situation that 
they were not ready 
for.”

Morley Stan-
wood came very 
close to being even 
more deeply im-
pacted by the forfeit 
bug, because the 
Mohawks couldn’t play Holton or White 
Cloud, through no fault of their own. Luck-
ily they found a match, Flint Hamady, to fill 
the open date in Week 6, when they were 
scheduled to play White Cloud.

“Losing the Holton game was tough 
on us, because we lost a home game, and 

we only had four scheduled," said Clark 
Huntey, Morley Stanwood's head coach and 
athletic director. "If we wouldn’t have found 
someone for White Cloud, we would have 
lost two home games. It worked out in that 
situation. It could have been a lot worse.”

The forfeit problem has not been lim-
ited to small schools.

Kelloggsville High School, based in 
Wyoming, is a big school with a successful 
football history. As recently as 2017 its var-
sity team posted a perfect 9-0 regular season 
and advanced to the district final round of 
the playoffs.

But the Rockets lost their first six 
games this season, then forfeited their last 
three. They didn’t drop out just because they 
were losing. Once again it was a case of 
losing players to injuries and other prob-
lems, and not having enough depth to fill the 
holes.

Another big school, Grand Rapids 
Union, forfeited its Week 5 game against 
Reeths-Puffer. The Red Hawks were report-
edly down to 14 players due to injuries and 
illness, and decided that wasn’t enough to 
field a competitive team that week.

Geoff Kimmerly, an official with the 
Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion, said there were a total of 30 forfeits in 
Michigan this year, up from 24 in 2018.

“We always have a team or two that 
starts the season with low numbers, and 
sometimes those teams can't finish because 
of injuries or players leaving the team,” 
Kimmerly said.

“But to have five teams not finish this 
year was a surprise. Especially for someone 
like Kelloggsville, which has had success. It 
seems that it's trending that way, with lower 
numbers and more forfeits. It’s something 
that I’m going to take a closer look at."  

“We would have had 
only 11 healthy players 
against Morley, and our 
quarterback would have 
been limited. It would 
have been a struggle.” - 
Holton Coach Mike Jados

“If we would have played 
it would have made it 
worse. We would have 
had people playing in 
spots where they hadn’t 
practiced, and more 
people would have been 
hurt.” - Holton QB Drew 
Trygstad

“The kids only have so 
many opportunities to 
play. We don’t have a ton 
of kids who will be going 
on to play at the college 
level, so losing a game is 
hard for them.” - Kent 
City Coach Bill Crane



By Steve Gunn 
LocalSportsJournal.com

Mike Hamilton had an incredible honeymoon during his first 
season with the Muskegon Lumberjacks in 2018-19.

The roster was loaded with experience and talent, so the frame-
work was there to have a winner. And Hamilton, the new coach, 
added his positive, intense, spark-plug approach that motivated the 
players.

It didn’t take long for fans to 
notice Hamilton’s obvious passion, as 
he shouted, waved his arms, pumped 
fists with players and generally 
displayed his emotions from his spot 
behind the bench.

“That’s just me,” said Hamilton, 
46, who came to Muskegon after a 
long, successful career at the elite 
youth hockey level in the Detroit 
area. “I’ve always had a very ener-
getic, bubbly attitude. Passion is a big 

thing with me. My job is to make these guys better hockey players 
and individuals. I challenge them to give it their full energy. 

“We all put a lot of time into this. You have to be all in, and 
when you’re all in, you can’t hide the passion or the disappoint-
ment.”

The Lumberjacks soared under Hamilton’s leadership. They had 
the best regular season in franchise history, posting a 41-17-4 record, 
which was good for 86 points in the standings. They finished the sea-
son as Eastern Conference champions, earned a bye in the first round 
of the playoffs, and beat Dubuque in the second round.

Muskegon fans responded, setting a new franchise record for 
attendance, with the average crowd increasing by about 500 fans per 
game over the previous season. It also helped that the Jacks were 
playing in a newly-renovated L.C. Walker Arena, which featured 
many new comforts and amenities. 

The season of good feelings came to a disappointing end in 
April, when the Jacks were upset in the Clark Cup playoff semifinals 
by the Chicago Steel. But overall it was a very good year for Mus-
kegon’s Tier 1 junior hockey franchise.

“It was awesome, a great run, but at the end of the day it was 
still disappointing,” Hamilton said. ‘I thought we had enough talent 
to go all the way. I can’t really put a finger on what happened. It cer-
tainly was not a lack of effort. But it was exciting to work with such 
a talented group that worked so hard.”

A whole new set of challenges loomed for Hamilton and the 
Lumberjacks as the 2019-20 season dawned, and prospects for an-
other great season seemed dim at best.

Most of the top players from last season moved on to the college 
ranks, and the Lumberjacks were left to rebuild with a largely new 
group. Only five returned from the previous season, and most of the 

new guys were younger and lacked experience at the USHL level.
To complicate matters even more, the Jacks couldn’t seem to 

find adequate goalies in training camp to replace last year’s standout 
netminder Brandon Bussi. They tried out six, let them all go, and 
traded for two more in the final days before the season opener, with 
no assurance that either would be better than those they released.

One of the six who were cut was Ryan McInchak, who was 
Bussi’s backup last year, and seemed to casual observers like a logi-
cal choice to inherit the No. 1 job this fall.

“It was very frustrating,” Hamilton said. “McInchak was a kid 
we obviously loved as a young man, but we questioned whether he 
could be our number one. We got to the point where we felt we had 
to go out and try to find a true number one.”

A lot of fans feared that the Jacks would experience a sharp 
decline in their performance this season, and perhaps even struggle 
to make the league playoffs. 

Coach called it
When the Muskegon Lumberjacks started out 0-4, 

Coach Mike Hamilton said the team had lots of 
talent and would turn things around. Suddenly the 
Jacks were 6-4 and the hottest team in the USHL.

Hamilton, an intense coach who came to 
Muskegon after years of coaching elite 

youth league teams, won big last season, 
and could be headed for more success.



Their fears were compounded over the first two weeks of the 
season, when the Lumberjacks limped out of the gates with four 
straight losses. The first two defeats came on Sept. 26 and 27 at the 
USHL Fall Classic in Pittsburgh, 4-1 to Dubuque and 4-2 to Lincoln. 
The following weekend the Jacks dropped two games on the road to 
Youngstown, 4-2 and 3-2.

To rub a little salt on the 
wound, McInchak started in goal 
for Lincoln in the second game 
and beat the Jacks.

But Hamilton remained posi-
tive and upbeat, like he always 
seems to be. He said there was 
great potential on the roster, and 
boldly predicted a turnaround at 
some point in the season.

“Last year the guys were just 
older and more mature, but we 
have more skill and talent this 
year,” he said. 

That kind of confidence 
seemed like wishful thinking at 
the time, but six games down the 

road it appears that Hamilton knew what he was talking about.
The Lumberjacks finally broke into the victory column on Oct. 

11 in Plymouth, Michigan, posting a convincing 8-1 victory over the 
Team USA Under-17 squad. 

It was a much-needed offensive performance for a team that 
had been struggling to find the net. Forward Oliver MacDonald got 
things going in a very big way, scoring a three-goal hat trick in the 
first period alone, and finishing with four on the night.

The Jacks had their home opener in Muskegon the follow-
ing night, against the same opponent, and posted a 7-4 win. It was 
another hopeful night for the offense, with forward Danil Gushchin 
netting two goals and five teammates scoring once.

The Jacks kept it up the following weekend, posting a 5-3 victo-
ry in Chicago over the Steel, then coming home on Oct. 19 and beat-
ing Green Bay 3-2. Both were come-from-behind victories, and the 
win over Green Bay ended in dramatic fashion when Alex Gaffney 
scored the game winner with 58 seconds remaining in regulation.

On Oct. 25-26 the Jacks traveled to Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
and picked up two more wins, 4-2 and 6-1. Forward Tanner Edwards 
had a big weekend with three goals.

Suddenly the Jacks were 6-4, 
on a roll and only four points out 
of first place.

“Ultimately every day the 
guys are starting to buy into the 
little things,” Hamilton said. “It’s 
fun to watch these guys progress 
and come along.”

Staying close to the game

Ironically, Hamilton first 
dove into coaching as a young 
man in his early 20s because his 
own playing career was cut short.

He grew up in River Rouge 
in the metro Detroit area, was the 

son of a youth hockey coach, and started playing the game at a very 
young age.

Despite his smaller size, Hamilton earned a reputation as a 
skilled and gritty forward and was drafted into juniors after his youth 
hockey days. He played for three years for the old Detroit Freeze in 
the North American Hockey League, then earned a partial hockey 
scholarship to Minnesota State University.

He did well right away in college hockey, cracking the lineup 
as a freshman and earning a reputation for his hustle, grit and smart 

play.
“My freshman year I played in most games, I was steady in the 

lineup, had a good number of points, and was good at getting the 
puck to guys who could score,” he said.

Then life got in the way. Hamilton and his girlfriend learned that 
a baby was on the way, so he moved back to Michigan, got married, 
finished college close to home, and said goodbye to his still develop-
ing playing career.

‘It was a life decision I had to make,” Hamilton said. “At that 
time my girlfriend, who turned out to be my wife, was almost done 
with nursing school, and it made more sense for me to go home to 
finish school rather than having her go there.”

He knew he wanted to stay close to hockey, but wasn’t sure how 
to do that at first. He ended up spending a year as an assistant coach 
at River Rouge High School, then became a head coach at the youth 
level for the highly respected Little Caesars organization, where he 
spent seven seasons. 

From there he moved on to the Honeybaked youth hockey or-
ganization, where he coached until he came to the Lumberjacks last 
season.

Hamilton had a great deal of success at various levels of youth 
hockey for more than two decades, winning 15 state championships 
and three national championships.

“I never knew if a wanted to 
be a coach until I dove into it,” he 
said. “I got completely hooked on 
it, loved it from day one. To have 
an impact on so many guys, on 
and off the ice, there was nothing 
I could find to replace that.”

Hamilton had his first contact 
with the Lumberjacks as a youth 
hockey coach, and stayed in 
touch over the years. The con-
nection became more intimate 
when his son Trevor - that baby 
that was on the way during his 
sophomore year of college - came 
to play with the Jacks in 2014-
15, the year they advanced to the 
Clark Cup finals for the only time in their history.

Trevor was the Lumberjacks’ captain in his second season in 
Muskegon, before being traded to Chicago later in the year. But his 
dad stayed close to the Jacks, and served as video coach for one sea-
son under former coach John LaFontaine, while he was still coach-
ing youth hockey.

LaFontaine was fired by the Jacks following the 2017-18 season, 
and Hamilton was offered the job. He said it was a tough decision, 
because of his commitment to his family back home, his long in-
volvement in youth hockey, and the fact that he owns an investment 
firm in Grosse Pointe.

“We talked about it as a family," he said. "I needed the support 
of everybody to make it happen. It was a tough decision, but I knew 
it was something I would love.”

These days Hamilton lives in Muskegon while others manage 
his conpany. His son, who played last season for the Grand Rapids 
Griffins, is now playing professional hockey in Austria. 

He also has two daughters, one who is on the softball team 
at Boston College, and one who is in high school and plays youth 
hockey.

The coach is focused on getting everything he can out of his 
youthful team.  And he’s going at it with the same trademark passion 
and energy that he always employs while teaching and correcting, 
but also motivating, encouraging and rewarding.

“Not many coaches are giving fist pumps to players after their 
shifts,” he said. “Some people think it’s quirky. But that’s just how 
I’m wired. I like to celebrate little things with the players because I 
think those things are important. Solid checks, blocked shots, those 
are the things that win hockey games.”

Tanner Edwards

Oliver MacDonald

Noah Giesbrecht
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A player can have a ton of skills, but being raised with a win-
ning mentality can be just as important.

Western Michigan Christian soccer goalie Jameson Goorman 
can check both of those boxes, and the results have been pretty 
impressive.

The last name of Goorman is legendary at WMC, starting with 
Jim Goorman, the longtime varsity 
basketball coach who won five Class D 
state championships in his career. He’s 
Jameson’s grandfather.

His uncle, Jeremy Goorman, is 
the successful third-year coach of 
the WMC girls basketball team and a 
former All-State and state champion 
hoopster for the Warriors. His cousin, 
Aubrey Goorman, was an All-State 

basketball player before graduating in 2018.
The Goormans have also played a role in the successful history 

of WMC’s boys soccer program, which has captured six state titles 
since 1988. Jameson’s father, Jamie Goorman, played on the 1988 
squad that shared a state championship with Detroit County Day 
after the teams played to a 2-2 tie in the Class C-D finals.

So athletic success has been ingrained into Jameson’s mental-
ity from the time he started playing sports as a little boy, and not 
surprisingly he’s helped his teams win a lot.

Goorman, an extremely athletic senior goalkeeper, already has 
a school record for shutouts with 44, including 11 this season. He 
played a big role in helping the Warriors win the championship this 
fall in the very challenging Lakes 8 Conference, but he’s done his 
best and most important work in the past few weeks.

Goorman started the Division 4 state tournament by shutting 
out all three opponents in disricts - Eau Claire 8-0, Hudsonville 
Libertas 6-0, and Holland Black Rivr 6-0 in the district finals.

 He then shut out a strong North Muskegon squad 3-0 in the 
regional semifinals. 

He finally gave up a goal early in the regional championship 
game on Oct. 24 against Calvin Christian, the No. 1 ranked team in 
the state. But his team managed to tie the game in the second half, 
and the contest ended up going to overtime, and finally a shootout.

Goorman was at his best when the game and the season were 
on the line. He made two huge saves early in the second overtime 
to keep the Warriors alive, then made two more in the overtime 
shootout to seal WMC’s thrilling 2-1 victory in front of a big crowd 
on its home field.

His biggest save came on the final shot of the shootout, when 
Calvin Christian’s Andrew Gruppen sent a high shot at Goorman, 

Just try kicking a 
soccer ball past this guy

WMC senior goalkeeper Jameson Goorman has a 
school record 44 career shutouts, including four 
in a row this fall to start the state tournament.



who leaped and tipped it over the net to nail down the win.
The 2-1 victory gave WMC a berth in the Division 4 state semi-

finals on Oct. 30 against Dansville, with the winner advancing to 
the state championship game. WMC had not been in the semifinals 
since 2016.

“He was looking like he was going right, then he swung his 
hips over, so I just dove that way and tipped it over the bar,” Goor-
man said moments after his team accepted the regional champion-
ship trophy.

Goorman is fully aware of the dual legacy that surrounds him. 
He understandings that his family and his school have a long history 
of winning championships.

Western Michigan Christian won boys state soccer champion-
ships in 1988, 1995, 2003, 2004, 2007 and 2010.

“My dad won a state title at WMC, so that motivates me a lot,” 
Goorman said. “Soccer means a lot to all of us because it’s a huge 
part of our school's legacy. It drives me and my teammates to want 
to win a state championship. It's been too long, and we want to be 
the team that does it.”

A successful state tournament run would be a big deal to the 
entire family, according to Goorman. 

“My dad would definitely be excited to see us win a state title, 
I think because his team was so good and seeing me do it too would 
bring back a lot of good memories,” he said.

“My grandpa was the basketball coach at WMC too, so I know 
our whole family gets excited when we get into any tournament.” 

If any team is going to knock WMC out of the state tournament, 
it will have to figure how to get 
shots past Goorman, and that’s 
not an easy thing to do.

His speed and fast reflexes 
allow him to move to his left 
and right quickly and make 
diving stops on shots that ap-
pear to be certain goals. His 
6’4” height and 30-inch verti-
cal leaping ability allow him 
to get his hands on shots that 
would sail over most goalie’s 
heads. 

He also has a powerful 
right leg, which allows him to 
kick the ball all the way down 
the field, from his own box 
into the opponent’s box, on a 
regular basis. 

That turns what are usu-
ally routine goalie kicks into 
instant scoring opportunities 
for the Warriors.

“I've been able to create a 
lot of offensive opportunities,” 
said Goorman, who was called 
up to varsity as a freshman, 
shared time in goal as a sopho-
more, and has been the No. 1 
goalie for the past two years. 

“Most of the time I have 
direction when I'm kicking it. 
It's hard to hit it far and ac-
curately. I try to place the ball 
where my teammates can get 

to it and have momentum on their side.”
Goorman even assisted on a goal this season, after booming a 

ball all the way down the field against Fruitport.
“It should have been my goal because it hit off of their defend-

er,” he said. “That felt good because Fruitport is a good team from a 
much bigger school.”

Veteran WMC soccer coach Dave Hulings said most of Goor-

man’s saves appear to be pretty routine, because he knows how to 
position himself and prepare for what’s coming. 

“He knows the game and is able to interpret what he sees so 
quickly, that he's able to do what he needs to do,” Hulings said.

Goorman also makes his share of jaw-dropping stops, particu-
larly in big games when the pressure is on. That was certainly the 
case in the regional finals, but he's been doing it all season long, 
against other quality opponents.

“This year he had two really great saves, one against Reeths-
Puffer that kept us in the game and allowed us to finish with a tie,” 
Hulings said. “The other was against Leland in the last five minutes 
of the game. He made a tremendous save and we won 1-0. 

“Jameson is very good 1-on-1. In our first game against 
Orchard View, they had seven breakaways and Jameson saved 
every one of them. I don't know of a goalkeeper in my nearly three 
decades of coaching who is better 1-on-1 than Jamo.”

Both Goorman and Hulings are quick to note that the Warrior 
defenders play a huge role in limiting goals, and make the goalie’s 
job a lot easier.

"The defense in front of him is good, really good," the coach 
said. "Brandon Fles, Jake Betton, Nick Mosher and Brevin Byrne do 
a tremendous job. When you have someone like Fles in front of you, 
it helps your stats, no doubt.”

Familiarity with the defenders is a big plus, according to Goor-
man.

“Fles and I have been playing together our entire lives,” he 
said. “We play well together, so if I mess up he's there to cover up 
my mistakes. 

"He's an incredible defender. Everything in the air, he gets it. 
He clears so well, can catch anyone. He's incredibly strong and he's 
fun to play with on top of that. So he's a great general to have on the 
field.

“Having a good defense in front of you is key. You have to 
communicate with your defenders, and we communicate so well 
because it's been built over years of playing with these guys."  

Goorman makes the game-winning save 
in the regional finals against Grandville 
Calvin Christian. Photo/Randy Riksen

Goorman and 
teammate Brandon 
Fles celebrate the 

regional title. 
Photo/Randy Riksen
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The Mona Shores girls golf team just needed to reconnect with 

its roots a little bit.
Britni Gielow made sure that happened.
For years, the Sailors were dominant at the local level, winning 

nine straight titles at the Greater Muskegon Athletic Association 
City Tournament. which is kind of the Super Bowl of the local high 
school golf scene. But that streak ended in 2016, and the dry spell 
continued through 2018.

The Sailors were also a state power, qualifying for the Divi-
sion 2 state finals for eight straight years – including a four-year run 

as state champions - dating 
back to 2008. That streak 
also ended in 2016 and the 
drought continued through 
2018.

Then Gielow returned to 
her alma mater and became 
the coach this fall, and 
brought that old Sailor magic 
with her. Suddenly the team 
sprang back to life, regaining 
the championship at the city 
tournament, posting an unde-
feated record in O-K Black 
Conference competition and 
winning the championship, 
and qualifying for the state 
finals once again and finish-
ing 13th.

That was much closer 
to the type of success that 
Gielow experienced during 
her days as a Mona Shores 
golfer. She said she took over 
a team this year with obvious 
potential, but lacking a bit in 
confidence and vision.

“They didn’t even set getting to state as a team goal – it wasn’t 
on their radar,” Gielow said. “I thought we had to do something 
about that. We had to create that extra team bond, and just show 
them that they could be good enough. Obviously they could, because 
they made it back to state and that was really special for them.”

Gielow already knew how much fun it could be to win big at the 
high school level.

She was a key component of the greatest era of Mona Shores 
golf, when the Sailors set a Lower Peninsula record by winning four 

straight state championships between 2009 and 2012. The really 
amazing part is that the four main golfers during that era - Gielow, 
Hailey Hrynewich, Kelsey McKinley and Morgan Smith - came up 
together as freshmen and won state titles every year of their high 
school career.

They were dominant, winning their first three titles by wide 
enough margins – 27, 26 and 15 strokes – then finished things off in 
2012 by outdistancing runner-up Battle Creek Lakeview by a pretty 
amazing 41 shots.

“That team was something special,” said Gielow, 24, who was 
a three-time All-Stater at Mona Shores. “We all became best friends. 
Morgan Smith just shared a Facebook post of us at state during our 
senior year, and it feels like yesterday.

“I remember after winning state our freshman year, we never 
thought we would do that again. But I remember thinking that it was 
so cool, and if I ever could experience that again, I would do it in 
a heartbeat. We started and ended together, and that made it really 
special.”

Gielow’s contribution to that team was actually pretty remark-
able, considering she didn’t even like golf as a youngster and only 
started playing in the seventh grade, two years before she reached 
varsity and became a state champion.

She disliked the sport despite the success of her older brother, 
Brendan Gielow, a four-time All-Stater at Mona Shores who went on 
to star at Wake Forest University and play on the PGA tour.

“I had to watch my brother play growing up, and I really 
thought golf was boring,” she said. “It was just not my thing growing 
up. I danced for 13 years, I just wanted to twirl around. I didn't pick 
up the game until just before going into high school. I'm not good 
at other sports. I'm a little slow, but I talked to my parents and said 
what about golf?

“My team was so good, I had to get good fast because I knew 
who was in my grade. I practiced every day, all day. I got pretty good 
quickly and that helped a lot. “

Gielow said her development was greatly assisted by her 
nationally-respected swing coach Patti Butcher, the owner of Patti 
Butcher Golf Enterprises in Grand Rapids.

“My brother went to her and we just rolled with her,” said 
Gielow, who now works for Butcher Golf Enterprises. “She is defi-
nitely one of the best mentors I’ve ever had.”

Gielow studied and played golf at Hope College after high 

RECONNECTING 
WITH THEIR ROOTS
The Mona Shores girls golf 
team, under a new coach who 
starred at the school, broke 
out of a three-year slumber. 

Britni Gielow, right, who played on four state 
title teams for Mona Shores, came back this 
fall and helped the girls golf team restore its 
winning ways. Photos/Jason Goorman

Logan Potts, who won 
the individual title at the 
GMAA golf tournament. 



school, and her success continued. The team qualified for the 
national finals for three straight years, and Gielow earned All-Amer-
ican honors in 2016 during her junior year, after finishing seventh 
individually at the NCAA Division 3 national tournament in Hous-
ton, Texas.

“Those were the best rounds I’ve ever played,” she said. “I still 
pinch myself. It was my best score.”

After finishing college, Gielow became an LPGA-certified 
teaching pro, then opened the Gielow Golf Academy at Stonegate 
Golf Course in Twin Lake. That was quite an accomplishment for 
someone who did not like golf as a youngster.

Earlier this year Gielow heard that the Mona Shores coaching 
position was open, got the job, and started working on turning the 
Sailors into a big winner again. After watching her team win city and 
conference championships and qualify for state with a third-place 
finish in regionals, she can claim success.

“It was very exciting to get the job at my alma mater,” she said. 
“Once a Sailor, always a Sailor.  Going into the job, I didn’t know 
the potential of the team. I just knew we were going to try to play the 
best we could at the right times. 

“All the girls are great, so I didn’t have to do too much moti-
vating. I just wanted to create a fun atmosphere at practices and a 
supportive feel at tournaments.”

Perhaps the highlight of the season for the Sailors was regaining 
the city tournament title at Stonegate on Sept. 26.

Mona Shores senior Logan Potts won her first individual city 
title while shooting a 73, the best round of her four-year varsity 
career. She shot an impressive one-over par 37 on the front nine and 
an even-par 36 on the back nine. She outdistanced Whitehal's Rylee 
Woodring by an impressive 11 strokes.

After a slow start, going three over on the first four holes, Potts 
answered on No. 5 with an Eagle. From that point on, she continued 
to get better, finishing with a pair of birdies on holes 17 and 18. Her 
hot shooting down the stretch helped her team claim the overall 
championship.

The Sailors won with a team score of 372, four strokes better 
than second-place Whitehall.

“It showed the girls what they were capable of and how good 
they could play," Gielow said. "It’s exciting to see that as their 
coach. I can’t wait for next year to see what we can do as a team!”

Potts, who went on to finish eighth overall at the Division 2 state 
finals, gave a lot of credit to Gielow for breathing new life into the 
program.

"It's really awesome having her as a coach," she said. "It's nice 
for her to have been be a Mona Shores athlete, to hear her advice and 
to know she's been through these things, and recently too. She gives 
great advice. 

"She caught on quick with us. It was like she was doing it for-
ever. She knew the time it took, the hard work it took and she used 
that in her coaching style and it was super helpful."

The Mona Shores girls golf team stands in the clubhouse at Stonegate Golf Club after being 
awarded the GMAA title trophy. Members include (left to right): Taylor Quick, Chloe Knowlton, 
Morgan Ralston, Logan Potts, Olivia Kasher, Riley Trygstad and Coach Britni Gielow. 
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